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§ 411.370 Advisory opinions relating to 
physician referrals. 

(a) Period during which CMS will ac-
cept requests. The provisions of §§ 411.370 
through 411.389 apply to requests for 
advisory opinions that are submitted 
to CMS after November 3, 1997, and be-
fore August 21, 2000, and to any re-
quests submitted during any other 
time period during which CMS is re-
quired by law to issue the advisory 
opinions described in this subpart. 

(b) Matters that qualify for advisory 
opinions and who may request one. Any 
individual or entity may request a 
written advisory opinion from CMS 
concerning whether a physician’s refer-
ral relating to designated health serv-
ices (other than clinical laboratory 
services) is prohibited under section 
1877 of the Act. In the advisory opinion, 
CMS determines whether a business ar-
rangement described by the parties to 
that arrangement appears to con-
stitute a ‘‘financial relationship’’ (as 
defined in section 1877(a)(2) of the Act) 
that could potentially restrict a physi-
cian’s referrals, and whether the ar-
rangement or the designated health 
services at issue appear to qualify for 
any of the exceptions to the referral 
prohibition described in section 1877 of 
the Act. 

(1) The request must involve an exist-
ing arrangement or one into which the 
requestor, in good faith, specifically 
plans to enter. The planned arrange-
ment may be contingent upon the 
party or parties receiving a favorable 
advisory opinion. CMS does not con-
sider, for purposes of an advisory opin-
ion, requests that present a general 
question of interpretation, pose a hypo-
thetical situation, or involve the ac-
tivities of third parties. 

(2) The requestor must be a party to 
the existing or proposed arrangement. 

(c) Matters not subject to advisory opin-
ions. CMS does not address through the 
advisory opinion process— 

(1) Whether the fair market value 
was, or will be, paid or received for any 
goods, services, or property; and 

(2) Whether an individual is a bona 
fide employee within the requirements 
of section 3121(d)(2) of the Internal Rev-
enue Code of 1986. 

(d) Facts subject to advisory opinions. 
CMS considers requests for advisory 

opinions that involve applying specific 
facts to the subject matter described in 
paragraph (b) of this section. Reques-
tors must include in the advisory opin-
ion request a complete description of 
the arrangement that the requestor is 
undertaking, or plans to undertake, as 
described in § 411.372. 

(e) Requests that will not be accepted. 
CMS does not accept an advisory opin-
ion request or issue an advisory opin-
ion if— 

(1) The request is not related to a 
named individual or entity; 

(2) CMS is aware that the same, or 
substantially the same, course of ac-
tion is under investigation, or is or has 
been the subject of a proceeding involv-
ing the Department of Health and 
Human Services or another govern-
mental agency; or 

(3) CMS believes that it cannot make 
an informed opinion or could only 
make an informed opinion after exten-
sive investigation, clinical study, test-
ing, or collateral inquiry. 

(f) Effects of an advisory opinion on 
other Governmental authority. Nothing 
in this part limits the investigatory or 
prosecutorial authority of the OIG, the 
Department of Justice, or any other 
agency of the Government. In addition, 
in connection with any request for an 
advisory opinion, CMS, the OIG, or the 
Department of Justice may conduct 
whatever independent investigation it 
believes appropriate. 

[63 FR 1655, Jan. 9, 1998]

§ 411.372 Procedure for submitting a 
request. 

(a) Format for a request. A party or 
parties must submit a request for an 
advisory opinion to CMS in writing, in-
cluding an original request and 2 cop-
ies. The request must be addressed to: 
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Serv-
ices, Department of Health and Human 
Services, Attention: Advisory Opin-
ions, P.O. Box 26505, Baltimore, MD 
21207. 

(b) Information CMS requires with all 
submissions. The request must include 
the following: 

(1) The name, address, telephone 
number, and Taxpayer Identification 
Number of the requestor. 

(2) The names and addresses, to the 
extent known, of all other actual and 
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